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PART IV – WILDFIRE PREPAREDNESS IN COLORADO
   Today's edition recaps the components of the 2013 Wildfire Preparedness Plan, the details of which have been presented in recent weeks. Section 24-33.5-1226(3 )(a) of the Colorado Revised Statutes requires that the Director of the Division of Fire Prevention and Control develop an annual Wildfire Preparedness Plan.
   The Plan defines preparedness as “having the appropriate resources available to respond when needed. For that to successfully occur, a framework of agreements, plans, processes, lists, standards, and relationships must exist, be clearly understood and be supported. Since 2006, the Colorado Wildfire Preparedness Fund has provided that support.”
   The following is the summary (verbatim) of the required components of the annual Wildfire Preparedness Plan
   The amount of aerial firefighting resources necessary for the state of Colorado at time of high and low wildfire risk:
· DFPC will develop and manage a fire aviation program which will include an Exclusive Use Single Engine Air Tanker (SEAT) Contract while evaluating options to diversity the State's Fire Aviation Program in the interest of increased effectiveness and efficiency.
· DFPC will coordinate Colorado fire aviation resources with interagency partners while considering current wildfire risk.  
   The availability of appropriate aerial firefighting equipment and personnel at times of high fire risk to respond to a wildfire:
· DFPC will coordinate and execute cooperative wildfire management agreement with appropriate local, state, county and federal jurisdictions.
· DFPC will facilitate the development of Annual Operating Plans with each County and jurisdictions within the counties.
   The availability of state wildfire engines and staffing of the engines at different levels of wildfire risk:
· DFPC will maintain a staffed wildland engines program year round based on wildfire risk and need, and may include any number of potential staffing arrangements.
· DFPC will manage up to 140 wildland engines on loan to local fire departments.
   The availability of state inmate wildfire hand crews at different levels of wildfire risk.
· DFPC will continue to support the four State Wildland Inmate Fire Team (SWIFT) crews operated by Colorado Corrections Inc; providing training, logistical and/or overhead support that may be needed to ensure operational readiness and hazardous fuel reduction projects.  
   A process for ordering and dispatching aerial firefighting equipment and personnel that is consistent with, and supportive of, the statewide mobilization plan prepared pursuant to Section 24-33.5-705.4 of the Colorado Revised Statutes.
   The Division of Fire Prevention and Control “will provide the technical assistance and program management that identifies local, county, and state resources, their qualifications to national standards and their listing in interagency zone dispatch centers and in the Colorado Statewide Resource Mobilization System.”
   The County Sheriffs of Colorado, the Colorado State Fire Chiefs, the Director of the Office of Emergency Management and the Adjutant General were consulted in the development of the 2013 Wildfire Preparedness Plan, and concur with the recommendation contained therein.
   Senator Steve King (R-Mesa) is proposing legislation for Colorado to establish its own aerial tanker fleet, but meeting opposition. Look for that legislation once introduced to be discussed over on the Eye on the Legislature page of this website.
   Note:  The 2013 Wildfire Preparedness Budget Estimate was a mere $4,267,088.00. In this writer's opinion, there's something dreadfully wrong with this level of funding, considering the lives and property at stake!
   The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver,com.
